Scripture Readings for Funeral Preparation

First Reading Old Testament Options:
- Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11

Wisdom 3:1-9
- Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9

(Psalm Responses are located on the Funeral Prep Sheet)

Second Reading New Testament Options:
Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39
Romans 14: 7-12
2 Timothy 4:6-8

Gospel Readings:
Matthew 11: 25-30
John 14: 1-6

Matthew 5: 1-12a

Intersessions (see below)



1st Reading Ecclesiastes 3: 1-11

A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes

There is an appointed time for everything and a time for every affair under the heavens.
A time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant.

A time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to tear down, and a time to build.

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance.

A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them;

a time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces.

A time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to cast away.

A time to rend, and a time to sew;

a time to be silent, and a time to speak.

A time to love, and a time to hate;

a time of war, and a time of peace.

What advantage has the worker from toil?

| have considered the task, which God has appointed for us to be busied about.

He has made everything appropriate to its time and has put the timeless into our hearts,
without our ever discovering, from beginning to end, the work which God has done.

The Word of the Lord.



1st Reading Wisdom 3: 1-9

A Reading from the Book of Wisdom

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;
and their passing away was thought an affliction
and their going forth from us, utter destruction.

But they are in peace.

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,

yet is their hope full of immortality;

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,
because God tried them

and found them worthy of himself.

As gold in the furnace, he proved them,

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.
In the time of their visitation they shall shine,

And shall dart about as sparks through stubble;
They shall judge nations and rule over peoples,
And the LORD shall be their King forever.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,

and the faithful shall abide with him in love:
Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,

and his care is with his elect.

The Word of the Lord.



1st Reading Isaiah 25: 6a, 7-9
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
On this mountain the LORD of hosts
will provide for all peoples.
On this mountain he will destroy
the veil that veils all peoples.
The web that is woven over all nations;
he will destroy death forever.
The LORD God will wipe away
the tears from all faces;
The reproach of his people he will remove
from the whole earth; for the LORD has spoken.
On that day it will be said:
"Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!
This is the LORD for whom we looked;
let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”

The Word of the Lord.



2nd Reading: Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39

A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son
but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else
along with him? Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is
God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is Christ Jesus who died, rather,
was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for
us. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? No, in all
these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For |
am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.



2nd Reading: Romans 14:7-12
A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.
For if we live, we live for the Lord and if we die, we die for the Lord;
So then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord'’s.

For this is why Christ died and came to life,

That he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why then do you judge your brother?

Or you, why do you look down on your brother?

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God
For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me,
And every tongue shall give praise to God.”

So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God

The Word of the Lord.



2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8
A Reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to Timothy

For | am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my
departure is at hand. | have competed well; | have finished the race; | have
kept the faith. From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which
the Lord, the just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but to all who have longed for his appearance.

The Word of the Lord.



Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew
On one occasion Jesus spoke thus:

“l give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

for although you have hidden these things

from the wise and the learned

you have revealed them to the childlike.

Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will.

All things have been handed over to me by my father. No one knows the
Son except the Father,

and no one knows the Father except the Son

and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,
and | will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,

for | am meek and humble of heart;

and you will find rest for yourselves.

For my yoke is easy,

and my burden light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.



Gospel: John 14:1-6
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John
Jesus said to his disciples:
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.
You have faith in God; have faith also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.
If there were not, would | have told you
that | am going to prepare a place for you?
And if | go and prepare a place for you,
| will come back again and take you to myself,
so that where | am
you also may be.
Where | am going you know the way”.
Thomas said to him,
“Master, we do not know where you are going;
how can we know the way?”
Jesus said to him,
‘I am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.



Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew
When he saw the crowds, Jesus went up the mountain,
and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them saying:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart,
for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you
and persecute you and utter every kind of evil
against you falsely because of me.
Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward will be great in heaven."
The Gospel of the Lord.



PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

For our Brother

READER:

In baptism, received the light of Christ. Scatter the
darkness now and lead him over the waters of death. We pray to
the Lord.

(Congregation responds: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

Our brother was nourished at the table of the Savior.
Welcome him into the halls of the heavenly banquet. We pray to
the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

The family and friends of seek comfort and consolation.
Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that come
from grief. We pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

May God surround him with light and peace and call him to
happiness in the company of all the angels and the saints. We
pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

We are assembled here in faith and confidence to pray for our
brother . Strengthen our hope so that we may live in the
expectation of your Son's coming. We pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)
Celebrant: “Lord God...”

R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”



PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(For our Sister)
READER:

In baptism, received the light of Christ. Scatter the
darkness now and lead her over the waters of death. We pray to
the Lord.

(Congregation responds: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

Our sister was nourished at the table of the Savior.
Welcome her into the halls of the heavenly banquet. We pray to
the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

The family and friends of seek comfort and consolation.
Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that come
from grief. We pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

May God surround her with light and peace and call her to
happiness in the company of all the angels and the saints. We
pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

We are assembled here in faith and confidence to pray for our
sister . Strengthen our hope so that we may live in the
expectation of your Son's coming. We pray to the Lord.

(R: “Lord, hear our prayer.”)



